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constitutional means having clothed any nation with
liberty."
Gandhi still entertained an affecting simplicity ; a
plaintive belief in the efficacy of prayer and of medi-
tation ;  and a hope, deep down, that he might yet
'regain the hold upon the public imagination which
he had lost.
With the vision of the ashram to which he was
retiring before him, Gandhi indicated that he might
return, and say ;
" Now I can lead you to the goal, and we can
march in perfect safety."
Congress was taking its leave of a general, and a
Mahatma.   It was bidding farewell to one who had
the most disturbing qualities of the ascetic, the cynic/
the paterfamilias, and the rebellious child.
He was one who could declaim with perfect
sincerity, " Hearken little children, and come unto
me,55 yet contemplate with a baffling and irrational
equanimity the appalling results which attended his in-
cursion into Muslim politics, and the Muhajrin debacle.
He could blind himself to the painfully obvious,
and yet retain faith in an ideal
Gandhi forgot that human beings are born egotists,
and that they do not love one another unselfishly*
Rather do they hate one another,
He made another fundamental error when he
appealed to the sentimental. It was useless for him
to say that it was wrong to be violent, that it was
unethical to use force, that it was immoral ever to
be otherwise than completely passive, That was, as
abundantly proved, the way to incite violence.